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Experimental/Investigational Services

MEDICAL POLICY GUIDANCE

Services are defined as experimental/investigational when the treatment, procedure, facility, equipment, drug,
service, supply or intervention has not been determined to be medically effective for the condition being
treated.

Services considered to be experimental/investigational by this policy are deemed non-covered services.

POLICY POSITION:

Services meeting ANY of the following criteria are considered to be experimental/investigational:

+ The service does not have Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approval for the specific relevant
indication(s); or

+ Currently available scientific evidence does not permit conclusions to be made concerning the effect of
the service on health outcomes; or

+ The service has not been proven to be as safe or effective in achieving an outcome equal to or
exceeding those of alternative services; or

+ The service has not been proven to improve health outcomes; or
+ The service has not been proven to be applicable outside the research setting; or

+ Research is unavailable as the treatment, procedure, equipment, drug, service, supply or intervention has
not been adequately studied.

Category lll Codes

Unless specifically noted on another policy, all Category IllI/"T" codes are considered potentially experimental,
investigational, and/or unproven. Lack of inclusion of a Category IlI/"T" code on this policy does not indicate
that the code(s) may be medically necessary or covered.

Per the AMA, Category Ill CPT codes are a set of temporary codes for emerging technology, services, and
procedures. These codes are intended to be used to track the usage of these services, and the data collected
may be used to substantiate widespread usage in the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approval
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process. CPT Category Ill codes may not conform to one or more of the CPT Category | code requirements
including that the clinical efficacy of the procedure or service is documented in literature that meets the
requirements set forth in the CPT code change application.

CODES:

Code |Description

0174T |Computer-aided detection (CAD) (computer algorithm analysis of digital image data for lesion
detection) with further physician review for interpretation and report, with or without
digitization of film radiographic images, chest radiograph(s), performed concurrent with
primary interpretation (List separately in addition to code for primary procedure)

0175T |Computer-aided detection (CAD) (computer algorithm analysis of digital image data for lesion
detection) with further physician review for interpretation and report, with or without
digitization of film radiographic images, chest radiograph(s), performed remote from primary
interpretation

0198T [Measurement of ocular blood flow by repetitive intraocular pressure sampling, with
interpretation and report

0200T |Percutaneous sacral augmentation (sacroplasty), unilateral injection(s), including the use of a
balloon or mechanical device, when used, 1 or more needles, includes imaging guidance and
bone biopsy, when performed

0201T | Percutaneous sacral augmentation (sacroplasty), bilateral injections, including the use of a
balloon or mechanical device, when used, 2 or more needles, includes imaging guidance and
bone biopsy, when performed

0202T |Posterior vertebral joint(s) arthroplasty (e.g., facet joint[s] replacement), including facetectomy,
laminectomy, foraminotomy, and vertebral column fixation, injection of bone cement, when
performed, including fluoroscopy, single level, lumbar spine

0207T [Evacuation of meibomian glands, automated, using heat and intermittent pressure, unilateral

0219T | Placement of a posterior intra-facet implant(s), unilateral or bilateral, including imaging and
placement of bone graft(s) or synthetic device(s), single level; cervical

0220T |Placement of a posterior intra-facet implant(s), unilateral or bilateral, including imaging and
placement of bone graft(s) or synthetic device(s), single level; thoracic

0221T | Placement of a posterior intra-facet implant(s), unilateral or bilateral, including imaging and
placement of bone graft(s) or synthetic device(s), single level; lumbar

0222T | Placement of a posterior intra-facet implant(s), unilateral or bilateral, including imaging and
placement of bone graft(s) or synthetic device(s), single level; each additional vertebral
segment (List separately in addition to code for primary procedure)

0263T [Intramuscular autologous bone marrow cell therapy, with preparation of harvested cells,
multiple injections, one leg, including ultrasound guidance, if performed; complete procedure
including unilateral or bilateral bone marrow harvest

0264T |Intramuscular autologous bone marrow cell therapy, with preparation of harvested cells,
multiple injections, one leg, including ultrasound guidance, if performed; complete procedure
excluding bone marrow harvest

0265T |Intramuscular autologous bone marrow cell therapy, with preparation of harvested cells,
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multiple injections, one leg, including ultrasound guidance, if performed; unilateral or bilateral
bone marrow harvest only for intramuscular autologous bone marrow cell therapy

0266T

Implantation or replacement of carotid sinus baroreflex activation device; total system
(includes generator placement, unilateral or bilateral lead placement, intra-operative
interrogation, programming, and repositioning, when performed)

0267T

Implantation or replacement of carotid sinus baroreflex activation device; lead only, unilateral
(includes intra-operative interrogation, programming, and repositioning, when performed)

0268T

Implantation or replacement of carotid sinus baroreflex activation device; pulse generator only
(includes intra-operative interrogation, programming, and repositioning, when performed)

0269T

Revision or removal of carotid sinus baroreflex activation device; total system (includes
generator placement, unilateral or bilateral lead placement, intra-operative interrogation,
programming, and repositioning, when performed)

0270T

Revision or removal of carotid sinus baroreflex activation device; lead only, unilateral (includes
intra-operative interrogation, programming, and repositioning, when performed)

0271T

Revision or removal of carotid sinus baroreflex activation device; pulse generator only (includes
intra-operative interrogation, programming, and repositioning, when performed)

0272T

Interrogation device evaluation (in person), carotid sinus baroreflex activation system,
including telemetric iterative communication with the implantable device to monitor device
diagnostics and programmed therapy values, with interpretation and report (e.g., battery status,
lead impedance, pulse amplitude, pulse width, therapy frequency, pathway mode, burst mode,
therapy start/stop times each day)

0273T

Interrogation device evaluation (in person), carotid sinus baroreflex activation system,
including telemetric iterative communication with the implantable device to monitor device
diagnostics and programmed therapy values, with interpretation and report (e.g., battery status,
lead impedance, pulse amplitude, pulse width, therapy frequency, pathway mode, burst mode,
therapy start/stop times each day); with programming

0278T

Transcutaneous electrical modulation pain reprocessing (e.g., scrambler therapy), each
treatment session (includes placement of electrodes)

0329T

Monitoring of intraocular pressure for 24 hours or longer, unilateral or bilateral, with
interpretation and report

0330T

Tear film imaging, unilateral or bilateral, with interpretation and report

0333T

Visual evoked potential, screening of visual acuity, automated, with report

0335T

Insertion of sinus tarsi implant

0338T

Transcatheter renal sympathetic denervation, percutaneous approach including arterial
puncture, selective catheter placement(s) renal artery(ies), fluoroscopy, contrast injection(s),
intra-procedural road-mapping and radiological supervision and interpretation, including
pressure gradient measurements, flush aortogram and diagnostic renal angiography when
performed; unilateral

0339T

Transcatheter renal sympathetic denervation, percutaneous approach including arterial
puncture, selective catheter placement(s) renal artery(ies), fluoroscopy, contrast injection(s),
intra-procedural road-mapping and radiological supervision and interpretation, including
pressure gradient measurements, flush aortogram and diagnostic renal angiography when
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performed; bilateral

0342T

Therapeutic apheresis with selective HDL delipidation and plasma reinfusion

0358T

Bioelectrical impedance analysis whole body composition assessment, with interpretation and
report

0378T

Visual field assessment, with concurrent real time data analysis and accessible data storage
with patient initiated data transmitted to a remote surveillance center for up to 30 days; review
and interpretation with report by a physician or other qualified health care professional

0379T

Visual field assessment, with concurrent real time data analysis and accessible data storage
with patient initiated data transmitted to a remote surveillance center for up to 30 days;
technical support and patient instructions, surveillance, analysis, and transmission of daily and
emergent data reports as prescribed by a physician or other qualified health care professional

0422T

Tactile breast imaging by computer-aided tactile sensors, unilateral or bilateral

0423T

Secretory type |l phospholipase A2 (sPLA2-1IA)

0440T

Ablation, percutaneous, cryoablation, includes imaging guidance; upper extremity distal/
peripheral nerve

0441T

Ablation, percutaneous, cryoablation, includes imaging guidance; lower extremity distal/
peripheral nerve

0442T

Ablation, percutaneous, cryoablation, includes imaging guidance; nerve plexus or other truncal
nerve (e.g., brachial plexus, pudendal nerve)

0444T

Initial placement of a drug-eluting ocular insert under one or more eyelids, including fitting,
training, and insertion, unilateral or bilateral

0445T

Subsequent placement of a drug-eluting ocular insert under one or more eyelids, including re-
training, and removal of existing insert, unilateral or bilateral

0469T

Retinal polarization scan, ocular screening with on-site automated results, bilateral

0472T

Device evaluation, interrogation, and initial programming of intraocular retinal electrode array
(e.g., retinal prosthesis), in person, with iterative adjustment of the implantable device to test
functionality, select optimal permanent programmed values with analysis, including visual
training, with review and report by a qualified health care professional

0473T

Device evaluation and interrogation of intraocular retinal electrode array (e.g., retinal
prosthesis), in person, including reprogramming and visual training, when performed, with
review and report by a qualified health care professional

0484T

Transcatheter mitral valve implantation/replacement (TMVI) with prosthetic valve;
transthoracic exposure (e.g., thoracotomy, transapical)

0485T

Optical coherence tomography (OCT) of middle ear, with interpretation and report; unilateral

0486T

Optical coherence tomography (OCT) of middle ear, with interpretation and report; bilateral

0488T

Preventive behavior change, online/electronic structured intensive program for prevention of
diabetes using a standardized diabetes prevention program curriculum, provided to an
individual, per 30 days

0489T

Autologous adipose-derived regenerative cell therapy for scleroderma in the hands; adipose
tissue harvesting, isolation and preparation of harvested cells including incubation with cell
dissociation enzymes, removal of non-viable cells and debris, determination of concentration
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and dilution of regenerative cells

0490T

Autologous adipose-derived regenerative cell therapy for scleroderma in the hands; multiple
injections in one or both hands

0506T

Macular pigment optical density measurement by heterochromatic flicker photometry,
unilateral or bilateral, with interpretation and report

0507T

Near-infrared dual imaging (i.e., simultaneous reflective and trans-illuminated light) of
meibomian glands, unilateral or bilateral, with interpretation and report

0512T

Extracorporeal shock wave for integumentary wound healing, high energy, including topical
application and dressing care; initial wound

0513T

Extracorporeal shock wave for integumentary wound healing, high energy, including topical
application and dressing care; each additional wound (List separately in addition to code for
primary procedure)

0515T

Insertion of wireless cardiac stimulator for left ventricular pacing, including device
interrogation and programming, and imaging supervision and interpretation, when performed,;
complete system (includes electrode and generator [transmitter and battery])

0516T

Insertion of wireless cardiac stimulator for left ventricular pacing, including device
interrogation and programming, and imaging supervision and interpretation, when performed;
electrode only

0517T

Insertion of wireless cardiac stimulator for left ventricular pacing, including device
interrogation and programming, and imaging supervision and interpretation, when performed;
pulse generator component(s) (battery and/or transmitter) only

0518T

Removal of only pulse generator component(s) (battery and/or transmitter) of wireless cardiac
stimulator for left ventricular pacing

0519T

Removal and replacement of wireless cardiac stimulator for left ventricular pacing; pulse
generator component(s) (battery and/or transmitter)

0520T

Removal and replacement of wireless cardiac stimulator for left ventricular pacing; pulse
generator component(s) (battery and/or transmitter), including placement of a new electrode

0521T

Interrogation device evaluation (in person) with analysis, review and report, includes
connection, recording, and disconnection per patient encounter, wireless cardiac stimulator for
left ventricular pacing

05221

Programming device evaluation (in person) with iterative adjustment of the implantable device
to test the function of the device and select optimal permanent programmed values with
analysis, including review and report, wireless cardiac stimulator for left ventricular pacing

0523T

Intra procedural coronary fractional flow reserve (FFR) with 3D functional mapping of color-
coded FFR values for the coronary tree, derived from coronary angiogram data, for real-time
review and interpretation of possible atherosclerotic stenosis(es) intervention (List separately
in addition to code for primary procedure)

0525T

Insertion or replacement of intracardiac ischemia monitoring system, including testing of the
lead and monitor, initial system programming, and imaging supervision and interpretation;
complete system (electrode and implantable monitor)

0526T

Insertion or replacement of intracardiac ischemia monitoring system, including testing of the
lead and monitor, initial system programming, and imaging supervision and interpretation;
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electrode only

0527T

Insertion or replacement of intracardiac ischemia monitoring system, including testing of the
lead and monitor, initial system programming, and imaging supervision and interpretation;
implantable monitor only

0528T

Programming device evaluation (in person) of intracardiac ischemia monitoring system with
iterative adjustment of programmed values, with analysis, review, and report

0529T

Interrogation device evaluation (in person) of intracardiac ischemia monitoring system with
analysis, review, and report

0530T

Removal of intracardiac ischemia monitoring system, including all imaging supervision and
interpretation; complete system (electrode and implantable monitor)

0531T

Removal of intracardiac ischemia monitoring system, including all imaging supervision and
interpretation; electrode only

0532T

Removal of intracardiac ischemia monitoring system, including all imaging supervision and
interpretation; implantable monitor only

0541T

Myocardial imaging by magnetocardiography (MCG) for detection of cardiac ischemia, by
signal acquisition using minimum 36 channel grid, generation of magnetic-field time-series
images, quantitative analysis of magnetic dipoles, machine learning-derived clinical scoring,
and automated report generation, single study;

0542T

Myocardial imaging by magnetocardiography (MCG) for detection of cardiac ischemia, by
signal acquisition using minimum 36 channel grid, generation of magnetic-field time-series
images, quantitative analysis of magnetic dipoles, machine learning-derived clinical scoring,
and automated report generation, single study; interpretation and report

0543T

Trans-apical mitral valve repair, including transthoracic echocardiography, when performed,
with placement of artificial chordae tendineae

0544T

Transcatheter mitral valve annulus reconstruction, with implantation of adjustable annulus
reconstruction device, percutaneous approach including transseptal puncture

0545T

Transcatheter tricuspid valve annulus reconstruction with implantation of adjustable annulus
reconstruction device, percutaneous approach

0546T

Radiofrequency spectroscopy, real time, intraoperative margin assessment, at the time of
partial mastectomy, with report.

0547T

Bone-material quality testing by microindentation(s) of the tibia(s), with results reported as a
score

0552T

Low-level laser therapy, dynamic photonic and dynamic thermo-kinetic energies, provided by a
physician or other qualified health care professional

0554T

Bone strength and fracture risk using finite element analysis of functional data, and bone-
mineral density, utilizing data from a computed tomography scan; retrieval and transmission of
the scan data, assessment of bone strength and fracture risk and bone mineral density,
interpretation and report

0555T

Bone strength and fracture risk using finite element analysis of functional data, and bone-
mineral density, utilizing data from a computed tomography scan; retrieval and transmission of
the scan data

0556T

Bone strength and fracture risk using finite element analysis of functional data, and bone-
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mineral density, utilizing data from a computed tomography scan; assessment of bone
strength and fracture risk and bone mineral density

0557T

Bone strength and fracture risk using finite element analysis of functional data, and bone-
mineral density, utilizing data from a computed tomography scan; interpretation and report

0559T

Anatomic model 3D-printed from image data set(s); first individually prepared and processed
component of an anatomic structure

0560T

Anatomic model 3D-printed from image data set(s); each additional individually prepared and
processed component of an anatomic structure (List separately in addition to code for primary
procedure)

0561T

Anatomic guide 3D-printed and designed from image data set(s); first anatomic guide

0562T

Anatomic guide 3D-printed and designed from image data set(s); each additional anatomic
guide (List separately in addition to code for primary procedure)

0563T

Evacuation of meibomian glands, using heat delivered through wearable, open-eye eyelid
treatment devices and manual gland expression, bilateral

0565T

Autologous cellular implant derived from adipose tissue for the treatment of osteoarthritis of
the knees; tissue harvesting and cellular implant creation

0566T

Autologous cellular implant derived from adipose tissue for the treatment of osteoarthritis of
the knees; injection of cellular implant into knee joint including ultrasound guidance, unilateral

0569T

Transcatheter tricuspid valve repair, percutaneous approach; initial prosthesis

0570T

Transcatheter tricuspid valve repair, percutaneous approach; each additional prosthesis during
same session (List separately in addition to code for primary procedure)

0581T

Ablation, malignant breast tumor(s), percutaneous, cryotherapy, including imaging guidance
when performed, unilateral

0582T

Transurethral ablation of malignant prostate tissue by high-energy water vapor thermotherapy,
including intraoperative imaging and needle guidance

0583T

Tympanostomy (requiring insertion of ventilating tube), using an automated tube delivery
system, iontophoresis local anesthesia

0594T

Osteotomy, humerus, with insertion of an externally controlled intramedullary lengthening
device, including intraoperative imaging, initial and subsequent alignment assessments,
computations of adjustment schedules, and management of the intramedullary lengthening
device

0598T

Non-contact real-time fluorescence wound imaging, for bacterial presence, location, and load,
per session; first anatomic site (e.g., lower extremity)

0599T

Non-contact real-time fluorescence wound imaging, for bacterial presence, location, and load,
per session; each additional anatomic site (e.g., upper extremity) (List separately in addition to
code for primary procedure)

0600T

Ablation, irreversible electroporation; 1 or more tumors per organ, including imaging guidance,
when performed, percutaneous

0601T

Ablation, irreversible electroporation; 1 or more tumors, including fluoroscopic and ultrasound
guidance, when performed, open

0602T

Glomerular filtration rate (GFR) measurement(s), transdermal, including sensor placement and
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administration of a single dose of fluorescent pyrazine agent

0603T

Glomerular filtration rate (GFR) monitoring, transdermal, including sensor placement and
administration of more than one dose of fluorescent pyrazine agent, each 24 hours

0604T

Optical coherence tomography (OCT) of retina, remote, patient-initiated image capture and
transmission to a remote surveillance center unilateral or bilateral; initial device provision, set-
up and patient education on use of equipment

0605T

Optical coherence tomography (OCT) of retina, remote, patient-initiated image capture and
transmission to a remote surveillance center unilateral or bilateral; remote surveillance center
technical support, data analyses and reports, with a minimum of 8 daily recordings, each 30
days

0606T

Optical coherence tomography (OCT) of retina, remote, patient-initiated image capture and
transmission to a remote surveillance center unilateral or bilateral; review, interpretation and
report by the prescribing physician or other qualified health care professional of remote
surveillance center data analyses, each 30 days

0607T

Remote monitoring of an external continuous pulmonary fluid monitoring system, including
measurement of radiofrequency-derived pulmonary fluid levels, heart rate, respiration rate,
activity, posture, and cardiovascular rhythm (e.g., ECG data), transmitted to a remote 24-hour
attended surveillance center; set-up and patient education on use of equipment

0608T

Remote monitoring of an external continuous pulmonary fluid monitoring system, including
measurement of radiofrequency-derived pulmonary fluid levels, heart rate, respiration rate,
activity, posture, and cardiovascular rhythm (e.g., ECG data), transmitted to a remote 24-hour
attended surveillance center; analysis of data received and transmission of reports to the
physician or other qualified health care professional

0609T

Magnetic resonance spectroscopy, determination and localization of discogenic pain (cervical,
thoracic, or lumbar); acquisition of single voxel data, per disc, on biomarkers (i.e., lactic acid,
carbohydrate, alanine, laal, propionic acid, proteoglycan, and collagen) in at least 3 discs

0610T

Magnetic resonance spectroscopy, determination and localization of discogenic pain (cervical,
thoracic, or lumbar); transmission of biomarker data for software analysis

0611T

Magnetic resonance spectroscopy, determination and localization of discogenic pain (cervical,
thoracic, or lumbar); post-processing for algorithmic analysis of biomarker data for
determination of relative chemical differences between discs

0612T

Magnetic resonance spectroscopy, determination and localization of discogenic pain (cervical,
thoracic, or lumbar); interpretation and report

0613T

Percutaneous transcatheter implantation of interatrial septal shunt device, including right and
left heart catheterization, intracardiac echocardiography, and imaging guidance by the
proceduralist, when performed.

Experimental Investigational Unproven for the Treatment of heart failure

0615T

Eye-movement analysis without spatial calibration, with interpretation and report

0619T

Cystourethroscopy with transurethral anterior prostate commissurotomy and drug delivery,
including transrectal ultrasound and fluoroscopy, when performed

0620T

Endovascular venous arterialization, tibial or peroneal vein, with transcatheter placement of
intravascular stent graft(s) and closure by any method, including percutaneous or open
vascular access, ultrasound guidance for vascular access when performed, all
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catheterization(s) and intraprocedural roadmapping and imaging guidance necessary to
complete the intervention, all associated radiological supervision and interpretation, when
performed [LimFlow Stent Graft System/Procedure]

0621T

Trabeculostomy ab interno by laser

0622T

Trabeculostomy ab interno by laser; with use of ophthalmic endoscope

0623T

Automated quantification and characterization of coronary atherosclerotic plaque to assess
severity of coronary disease, using data from coronary computed tomographic angiography;
data preparation and transmission, computerized analysis of data, with review of computerized
analysis output to reconcile discordant data, interpretation and report

0624T

Automated quantification and characterization of coronary atherosclerotic plaque to assess
severity of coronary disease, using data from coronary computed tomographic angiography;
data preparation and transmission

0625T

Automated quantification and characterization of coronary atherosclerotic plaque to assess
severity of coronary disease, using data from coronary computed tomographic angiography;
computerized analysis of data from coronary computed tomographic angiography

0626T

Automated quantification and characterization of coronary atherosclerotic plaque to assess
severity of coronary disease, using data from coronary computed tomographic angiography;
review of computerized analysis output to reconcile discordant data, interpretation and report

0631T

Transcutaneous visible light hyperspectral imaging measurement of oxyhemoglobin,
deoxyhemoglobin, and tissue oxygenation, with interpretation and report, per extremity
(Hyperview)

Not medically reasonable or necessary under Medicare and §1862(a)(1)(A). This is used to
determine oxygenation levels in superficial tissues for patients with potential circulatory
compromise, but it does not “treat or diagnosis” an illness or injury.

0632T

Percutaneous transcatheter ultrasound ablation of nerves innervating the pulmonary arteries,
including right heart catheterization, pulmonary artery angiography, and all imaging guidance
e.g., Therapeutic IntraVascular UltraSound [TIVUS™; SoniVie Ltd.])

0638T

Computed tomography, breast, including 3D rendering, when performed, unilateral; without
contrast, followed by contrast material(s)

0639T

Wireless skin sensor thermal anisotropy measurement(s) and assessment of flow in
cerebrospinal fluid shunt, including ultrasound guidance, when performed
(e.g., Flowsense™ [Rhaeos])

0640T

Noncontact near-infrared spectroscopy (eg, for measurement of deoxyhemoglobin,
oxyhemoglobin, and ratio of tissue oxygenation), other than for screening for peripheral arterial
disease, image acquisition, interpretation, and report; first anatomic site

Not medically reasonable or necessary under Medicare and §1862(a)(1)(A). This is used to
determine oxygenation levels in superficial tissues for patients with potential circulatory
compromise, but it does not “treat or diagnosis” an iliness or injury.

0643T

Transcatheter left ventricular restoration device implantation including right and left heart
catheterization and left ventriculography when performed, arterial approach

0644T

Transcatheter removal or debulking of intracardiac mass (eg, vegetations, thrombus) via
suction (eg, vacuum, aspiration) device, percutaneous approach, with intraoperative reinfusion
of aspirated blood, including imaging guidance, when performed
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0648T

Quantitative magnetic resonance for analysis of tissue composition (e.g., fat, iron, water
content), including multi-parametric data acquisition, data preparation and transmission,
interpretation and report, obtained without diagnostic MRI examination of the same anatomy
(e.g., organ, gland, tissue, target structure) during the same session

0649T

Quantitative magnetic resonance for analysis of tissue composition (e.g., fat, iron, water
content), including multi-parametric data acquisition, data preparation and transmission,
interpretation and report, obtained with diagnostic MRI examination of the same anatomy (e.g.,
organ, gland, tissue, target structure) (List separately in addition to code for primary procedure)

0668T

Backbench standard preparation of cadaver or living donor uterine allograft prior to
transplantation, including dissection and removal of surrounding soft tissues and preparation
of uterine vein(s) and uterine artery(ies), as necessary.

0669T

Backbench reconstruction of cadaver or living donor uterus allograft prior to transplantation;
venous anastomosis, each

0670T

Backbench reconstruction of cadaver or living donor uterus allograft prior to transplantation;
arterial anastomosis, each

0672T

Endovaginal cryogen-hyphencooled, monopolar radiofrequency remodeling of the tissues
surrounding the female bladder neck and proximal urethra for urinary incontinence
The VIVEVE | and ThermiVa procedures

0697T

Quantitative magnetic resonance for analysis of tissue composition (eg, fat, iron, water
content), including multiparametric data acquisition, data preparation and transmission,
interpretation and report, obtained without diagnostic MRl examination of the same anatomy
(eg, organ, gland, tissue, target structure) during the same session; multiple organs

0698T

Quantitative magnetic resonance for analysis of tissue composition (eg, fat, iron, water
content), including multiparametric data acquisition, data preparation and transmission,
interpretation and report, obtained with diagnostic MRI examination of the same anatomy (eg,
organ, gland, tissue, target structure); multiple organs (List separately in addition to code for
primary procedure)

0707T

Injection(s), bone substitute material (e.g., calcium phosphate) into subchondral bone defect
(ie, bone marrow lesion, bone bruise, stress injury, microtrabecular fracture), including imaging
guidance and arthroscopic assistance for joint visualization

0710T

Noninvasive arterial plaque analysis using software processing of data from non-coronary
computerized tomography angiography; including data preparation and transmission,
quantification of the structure and composition of the vessel wall and assessment for lipid-rich
necrotic core plaque to assess atherosclerotic plaque stability, data review, interpretation and
report

0711T

Noninvasive arterial plaque analysis using software processing of data from non-coronary
computerized tomography angiography; data preparation and transmission

0712T

Noninvasive arterial plaque analysis using software processing of data from non-coronary
computerized tomography angiography; quantification of the structure and composition of the
vessel wall and assessment for lipid-rich necrotic core plaque to assess atherosclerotic plaque
stability

0713T

Noninvasive arterial plaque analysis using software processing of data from non-coronary
computerized tomography angiography; data review, interpretation and report
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0738T

Treatment planning for magnetic field induction ablation of malignant prostate tissue, using
data from previously performed magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) examination

0739T

Ablation of malignant prostate tissue by magnetic field induction, including all intra-procedural,
transperineal needle/catheter placement for nanoparticle installation and intra-procedural
temperature monitoring, thermal dosimetry, bladder irrigation, and magnetic field nanoparticle
activation

0740T

Remote autonomous algorithm-based recommendation system for insulin dose calculation
and titration; initial set-up and patient education

0741T

Remote autonomous algorithm-based recommendation system for insulin dose calculation
and titration; provision of software, data collection, transmission, and storage, each 30 days

0743T

Bone strength and fracture risk using finite element analysis of functional data and bone
mineral density (BMD), with concurrent vertebral fracture assessment, utilizing data from a
computed tomography scan, retrieval and transmission of the scan data, measurement of bone
strength and BMD and classification of any vertebral fractures, with overall fracture-risk
assessment, interpretation and report

0744T

Insertion of bioprosthetic valve, open, femoral vein, including duplex ultrasound imaging
guidance, when performed, including autogenous or non-autogenous patch graft (e.g.,
polyester, ePTFE, bovine pericardium), when performed

0745T

Cardiac focal ablation utilizing radiation therapy for arrhythmia; noninvasive arrhythmia
localization and mapping of arrhythmia site (nidus), derived from anatomical image data (e.g.,
CT, MRI, or myocardial perfusion scan) and electrical data (e.g., 12-lead ECG data), and
identification of areas of avoidance

0746T

Cardiac focal ablation utilizing radiation therapy for arrhythmia; conversion of arrhythmia
localization and mapping of arrhythmia site (nidus) into a multidimensional radiation treatment
plan

0747T

Cardiac focal ablation utilizing radiation therapy for arrhythmia; delivery of radiation therapy,
arrhythmia

0748T

Injections of stem cell product into perianal perifistular soft tissue, including fistula preparation
(e.g., removal of setons, fistula curettage, closure of internal openings)

0749T

Bone strength and fracture-risk assessment using digital X-ray radiogrammetry-bone mineral
density (DXR-BMD) analysis of bone mineral density (BMD) utilizing data from a digital X ray,
retrieval and transmission of digital X-ray data, assessment of bone strength and fracture risk
and BMD, interpretation, and report

0750T

Bone strength and fracture-risk assessment using digital X-ray radiogrammetry-bone mineral
density (DXR-BMD) analysis of bone mineral density (BMD) utilizing data from a digital X ray,
retrieval and transmission of digital X-ray data, assessment of bone strength and fracture risk
and BMD, interpretation and report; with single-view digital X-ray examination of the hand taken
for the purpose of DXR-BMD

0764T

Assistive algorithmic electrocardiogram risk-based assessment for cardiac dysfunction (e.g.,
low-ejection fraction, pulmonary hypertension, hypertrophic cardiomyopathy); related to
concurrently performed electrocardiogram (List separately in addition to code for primary
procedure)

0765T

Assistive algorithmic electrocardiogram risk-based assessment for cardiac dysfunction (e.g.,
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low-ejection fraction, pulmonary hypertension, hypertrophic cardiomyopathy); related to
previously performed electrocardiogram

0766T

Transcutaneous magnetic stimulation by focused low-frequency electromagnetic pulse,
peripheral nerve, initial treatment, with identification and marking of the treatment location,
including noninvasive electroneurographic localization (nerve conduction localization), when
performed; first nerve

0767T

Transcutaneous magnetic stimulation by focused low-frequency electromagnetic pulse,
peripheral nerve, initial treatment, with identification and marking of the treatment location,
including noninvasive electroneurographic localization (nerve conduction localization), when
performed; each additional nerve (List separately in addition to code for primary procedure)

0770T

Virtual reality technology to assist therapy (List separately in addition to code for primary
procedure)

0771T

Virtual reality (VR) procedural dissociation services provided by the same physician or other
qualified health care professional performing the diagnostic or therapeutic service that the VR
procedural dissociation supports, requiring the presence of an independent, trained observer to
assist in the monitoring of the patient's level of dissociation or consciousness and
physiological status; initial 15 minutes of intra-service time, patient aged 5 years or older

07727

Virtual reality (VR) procedural dissociation services provided by the same physician or other
qualified health care professional performing the diagnostic or therapeutic service that the VR
procedural dissociation supports, requiring the presence of an independent, trained observer to
assist in the monitoring of the patient's level of dissociation or consciousness and
physiological status; each additional 15 minutes intra-service time (List separately in addition
to code for primary service)

0773T

Virtual reality (VR) procedural dissociation services provided by a physician or other qualified
health care professional other than the physician or other qualified health care professional
performing the diagnostic or therapeutic service that the VR procedural dissociation supports;
initial 15 minutes of intra-service time, patient aged 5 years or older

07747

Virtual reality (VR) procedural dissociation services provided by a physician or other qualified
health care professional other than the physician or other qualified health care professional
performing the diagnostic or therapeutic service that the VR procedural dissociation supports;
each additional 15 minutes intra-service time (List separately in addition to code for primary
service)

0776T

Therapeutic induction of intra-brain hypothermia, including placement of a mechanical
temperature-controlled cooling device to the neck over carotids and head, including monitoring
(e.g., vital signs and sport concussion assessment tool 5 [SCAT5]), 30 minutes of treatment

07777

Real-time pressure-sensing epidural guidance system (List separately in addition to code for
primary procedure)

0778T

Surface mechanomyography (sMMG) with concurrent application of inertial measurement unit
(IMU) sensors for measurement of multi-joint range of motion, posture, gait, and muscle
function

0779T

Gastrointestinal myoelectrical activity study, stomach through colon, with interpretation and
report

0781T

Bronchoscopy, rigid or flexible, with insertion of esophageal protection device and
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circumferential radiofrequency destruction of the pulmonary nerves, including fluoroscopic
guidance when performed; bilateral mainstem bronchi

0782T

Bronchoscopy, rigid or flexible, with insertion of esophageal protection device and
circumferential radiofrequency destruction of the pulmonary nerves, including fluoroscopic
guidance when performed; unilateral mainstem bronchus

0783T

Transcutaneous auricular neurostimulation, set-up, calibration, and patient education on use of
equipment

0791T

Motor-cognitive, semi-immersive virtual reality—facilitated gait training, each 15 minutes (List
separately in addition to code for primary procedure)

0805T

Transcatheter superior and inferior vena cava prosthetic valve implantation (ie, caval valve
implantation [CAVI]); percutaneous femoral vein approach

0806T

Transcatheter superior and inferior vena cava prosthetic valve implantation (ie, caval valve
implantation [CAVI]); open femoral vein approach

0815T

Ultrasound-hyphenbased radiofrequency echographic multi-hyphenspectrometry (REMS), bone-
hyphendensity study and fracture-hyphenrisk assessment, 1 or more sites, hips, pelvis, or spine

0817T

Open insertion or replacement of integrated neurostimulation system for bladder dysfunction
including electrode(s) (eg, array or leadless), and pulse generator or receiver, including analysis,
programming, and imaging guidance, when performed, posterior tibial nerve; subfascial
Subfascial tibial nerve stimulation:[BlueWind Revi]

0819T

Revision or removal of integrated neurostimulation system for bladder dysfunction, including
analysis, programming, and imaging, when performed, posterior tibial nerve; subfascial
Subfascial tibial nerve stimulation:[BlueWind Revi]

0859T

Noncontact near-infrared spectroscopy (eg, for measurement of deoxyhemoglobin,
oxyhemoglobin, and ratio of tissue oxygenation), other than for screening for peripheral arterial
disease, image acquisition, interpretation, and report; each additional anatomic site (List
separately in addition to code for primary procedure

Companion codes 0640T and 0860T

0860T

Noncontact near-infrared spectroscopy (eg, for measurement of deoxyhemoglobin,
oxyhemoglobin, and ratio of tissue oxygenation), for screening for peripheral arterial disease,
including provocative maneuvers, image acquisition, interpretation, and report, one or both
lower extremities

Companion codes 0640T and 0859T

53451 |Periurethral transperineal adjustable balloon continence device; bilateral insertion, including
cystourethroscopy and imaging guidance
If used as part of the ACT, ProACT Therapy System, Uromedica, Inc.
Associated codes: 53452 (unilateral insertion, including cystourethroscopy and imaging
guidance), 53453 (removal, each balloon) , 53454( percutaneous adjustment of balloon(s) fluid
volume).

64625 |Radiofrequency ablation, nerves innervating the sacroiliac joint, with image guidance (i.e.,
fluoroscopy or computed tomography)

66683 [Implantation of iris prosthesis, including suture fixation and repair or removal of iris, when

performed.
Replaces code 0618T
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92145 [Corneal hysteresis determination, by air impulse stimulation, unilateral or bilateral, with
interpretation and report

93702 |Bioimpedance spectroscopy (BIS), extracellular fluid analysis for lymphedema assessment(s)

93895 [Quantitative carotid intima media thickness and carotid atheroma evaluation, bilateral

96931 |Reflectance confocal microscopy (RCM) for cellular and sub-cellular imaging of skin; image
acquisition and interpretation and report, first lesion

96932 |Reflectance confocal microscopy (RCM) for cellular and sub-cellular imaging of skin; image
acquisition only, first lesion

96933 |Reflectance confocal microscopy (RCM) for cellular and sub-cellular imaging of skin;
interpretation and report only, first lesion

96934 | Reflectance confocal microscopy (RCM) for cellular and sub-cellular imaging of skin; image
acquisition and interpretation and report, each additional lesion (List separately in addition to
code for primary procedure)

96935 |Reflectance confocal microscopy (RCM) for cellular and sub-cellular imaging of skin; image
acquisition only, each additional lesion (List separately in addition to code for primary
procedure)

96936 |Reflectance confocal microscopy (RCM) for cellular and sub-cellular imaging of skin;
interpretation and report only, each additional lesion (List separately in addition to code for
primary procedure)

97037 |Low level laser therapy (i.e. nonthermal and non-ablative) for post operative pain reduction.
See 0552T

A4563 |Volara system oscillation & lung expansion (OLE) therapy device:

Rectal control system for vaginal insertion, for long term use, includes pump and all supplies
and accessories, any type each
The device code is E0469

A7021 |Supplies and accessories for lung expansion airway clearance, continuous high frequency
oscillation, and nebulization device (e.g., handset, nebulizer kit, biofilter)

A7049 | Expiratory positive airway pressure intranasal resistance valve

A9591 |Fluoroestradiol f 18, diagnostic, 1 millicurie

C1734 | Orthopedic/device/drug matrix for opposing bone-to-bone or soft tissue-to bone (implantable)

C1748 |Endoscope, single-use (i.e. disposable), upper Gl, imaging/illumination device (insertable)

C1761 |Catheter, transluminal intravascular lithotripsy, coronary

C1824 |Generator, cardiac contractility modulation (implantable)

C1839 |lIris prosthesis

C1982 |Catheter, pressure generating, one-way valve, intermittently occlusive

C9758 |Blinded procedure for nyha class iii/iv heart failure; transcatheter implantation of interatrial
shunt or placebo control, including right heart catheterization, trans-esophageal
echocardiography (tee)/intracardiac echocardiography (ice), and all imaging with or without
guidance (e.g., ultrasound, fluoroscopy), performed in an approved investigational device
exemption (ide) study
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and/or perivascular) therapy, including radiological supervision and interpretation

C9759 | Transcatheter intraoperative blood vessel microinfusion(s) (e.g., intraluminal, vascular wall

implantation of interatrial shunt or placebo control, including right and left heart

echocardiography (ICE), and all imaging with or without guidance (e.g., ultrasound,

C9760 [Non-randomized, non-blinded procedure for NYHA Class II, Ill, IV heart failure; transcatheter
catheterization, transeptal puncture, transesophageal echocardiography (TEE)/intracardiac

fluoroscopy), performed in an approved investigational device exemption (IDE) study

dysfunction; with strain imaging

C9762 |Cardiac magnetic resonance imaging for morphology and function, quantification of segmental

lithotripsy, includes angioplasty within the same vessel(s), when performed

C9764 |Revascularization, endovascular, open or percutaneous, any vessel(s); with intravascular

vessel(s), when performed

C9765 |Revascularization, endovascular, open or percutaneous, any vessel(s); with intravascular
lithotripsy, and transluminal stent placement(s), includes angioplasty within the same

C9766 |Revascularization, endovascular, open or percutaneous, any vessel(s); with intravascular
lithotripsy and atherectomy, includes angioplasty within the same vessel(s), when performed

the same vessel(s), when performed

C9767 |Revascularization, endovascular, open or percutaneous, any vessel(s); with intravascular
lithotripsy and transluminal stent placement(s), and atherectomy, includes angioplasty within

preserved ejection fraction, including interpretation and report

C9786 |Echocardiography image post processing for computer aided detection of heart failure with

C9787 |Gastric electrophysiology mapping with simultaneous patient symptom profiling

E0201 |Penile contracture device, manual, greater than 3 Ibs. traction force
E.G, RestoreX

E0469 | volara system oscillation & lung expansion (OLE) therapy device:

device.
Supplies billed with A7021

Lung expansion airway clearance, continuous high frequency oscillation, and nebulization

E0677 |Non-pneumatic sequential compression garment, trunk

E0732 | Cranial electrotherapy stimulation (ces) system, any type

(Monarch eTNS).

EQ0733 | Transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulator for electrical stimulation of the trigeminal nerve

motion adjustment, includes all components and accessories

E1801 | Static progressive stretch elbow device, extension and/or flexion, with or without range of

motion adjustment, includes all components and accessories

E1806 | Static progressive stretch wrist device, flexion and/or extension, with or without range of

motion adjustment, includes all components and accessories

E1811 | Static progressive stretch knee device, extension and/or flexion, with or without range of

motion adjustment, includes all components and accessories

E1816 | Static progressive stretch ankle device, flexion and/or extension, with or without range of

E1818 | Static progressive stretch forearm pronation/supination device, with or without range of

Experimental/Investigational Services. Retrieved 7/9/2025. Official copy at http://thehealthplan.policystat.com/policy/
18267352/. Copyright © 2025 The Health Plan

Page 15 of 27



motion adjustment, includes all components and accessories

E1831 [Static progressive stretch toe device, extension/flexion, with or without range of motion
adjustment, includes all components & accessories

E1832 | Static progressive stretch finger device, extension and/or flexion, with or without range of
motion adjustment, includes all components and accessories

E1840 [Dynamic adjustable shoulder flexion/abduction/rotation device, includes soft interface
material

E1841 |Static progressive stretch shoulder device, with or without range of motion adjustment,
includes all components and accessories

E1905 |Virtual reality cognitive behavioral therapy device (CBT), including preprogrammed therapy
software

L5991 | As of the most recent policy update, no fully established Medicare coverage criteria or
guidance is available for osseointegrated external prosthesis systems (e.g.,, OPRA™ Implant
System or AXOR Il [Integrum SE]. If using L5991 for these systems it will follow THP policy for
all LOB, and at this time it is considered experimental and investigational.

L8701 |Powered upper extremity range of motion assist device, elbow, wrist, hand with single or
double upright(s), includes microprocessor, sensors, all components and accessories, custom
fabricated
The Myomo MyoPro myoelectric limb orthosis are considered exercise equipment by the FDA.
Most plans exclude coverage of exercise equipment.

L8702 |Powered upper extremity range of motion assist device, elbow, wrist, hand, finger, single or
double upright(s), includes microprocessor, sensors, all components and accessories, custom
fabricated
The Myomo MyoPro myoelectric limb orthosis are considered exercise equipment by the FDA.
Most plans exclude coverage of exercise equipment.

L8720 |External lower extremity sensory prosthetic device, cutaneous stimulation of
mechanoreceptors proximal to the ankle, per leg
Walkasins® Lower Extremity Sensory Prosthesis
As of the most recent policy update of this policy, no fully established Medicare coverage
criteria or guidance is available for lower extremity sensory prosthesis systems (e.g.,
Walkasins® lower extremity sensory prosthesis; HCPCS L8720, L8721). Therefore, this system
will follow THP policy for all LOB, and at this time it is considered experimental and
investigational.

L8721 |Receptor sole for use with L8720, replacement, each

S8130 |Interferential current stimulator, 2 channel

S8131 [Interferential current stimulator, 4 channel

S3902 (Ballistocardiogram

S8040 | Topographic brain mapping

S9025 |Omnicardiogram/cardiointegram

S9090 |Vertebral axial decompression, per session
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POLICY HISTORY:

Date Summary of Changes

6/2/2022 |Annual Review: Removed codes from attachments, and added code list to body of the policy
under the "CODES" section. Added references, post-payment audit statement, and
disclaimer. Removed the following codes: 0219T, 0220T,0222T, 0421T, 0440T, 0441T, 0442T,
0497T, 0498T, 0508T, 0544T, 0554T, 0555T, 0556T, 0557T, 0564T, 64454, 64624, 64625,
92145, 92229, 92517, 92518, 92519, A9591, C2596, C9763. 0400T and 0401T removed as
they are no longer active codes. Added 0623T-0649T, and C1761.

9/28/ Updated: Added References. Removed code 0356T (no longer an active code), 0421T, and
2022 0465T.

1/25/ Update: Added the following statement to the "Policy Position" section: Research is

2023 unavailable as the treatment, procedure, equipment, drug, service, supply or intervention has
not been adequately studied. Added references. Added codes 0707T, 0738T, 0739T, 0740T,
0741T,0743T, 0744T, 0745T, 0746T, 0747T, 0748T, 0749T, 0750T, 0764T, 0765T, 0766T,
0767T,0768T, 0769T, 0770T, 0771T, 0772T, 0773T, 0774T,0776T, 0777T, 0778T,
0779T,0781T, 0782T, 0783T, S8130, and S8131.
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6/28/ Annual Review: Added A7049, E0677, E1905, 0393U, 0791T, 0805T, and 0806T. Updated
2023 references.

9/27/ Update: Added C9786 and C9787. Added Category lll Codes subsection. Updated
2023 references.

01/16/  |[Annual review. Removed the following deleted codes: 0014M, 0111T, 0126T, 0396T, 0400T,
2025 0401T, 0405T, 0424T, 0425T, 0426T, 0427T, 0428T, 0429T, 0430T, 0431T, 0432T, 0433T,
0434T, 0435T, 0436T, 0470T, 0471T, 0487T, 0491T, 0492T, 0493T, 0497T, 0498T, 0508T,
0533T, 0534T, 0535T, 0536T, 0548T, 0549T, 0550T, 0551T, 0553T, 0567T, 0568T, 0616T,
0617T,0618T, 0768T, 0769T, C9068, C9758, C9759, and K1001.

Removed the following codes 0393U, 64454, 64624 from this policy as they have been
added to other Policy Stat policies. Removed 0505T, 33440, 92229, 92517, 92518, 92519,
C9250, C9763, L2006, L8608, Q0035 as may be covered in specific circumstances.

Added the following codes: 53451, 53452, 53453, 53454, 93702, 97037, A7021, E0733.
Updated references.

04/01/ Updated Sources. Added the following code(s): 0546T, 0613T, 0620T, 0621T, 0622T, 0631T,
2025 0632T, 0638T, 0639T, 0640T, 0643T, 0644T, 0648T, 0649T, 0668T, 0669T, 0670T, 0672T,
0697T, 0698T, 0710T, 0711T, 0712T, 0713T, 0815T, 0817T, 0819T, 0859T, 0860T, 66683,
E0201, E0732, E1801-E1841, L5991, L8701, L8720, L8721, C9758, C9759, S9025 ( it was
removed inadvertently in last update), and S9090. Removed the following code(s): Deleted
codes 0564T. Removed 0596T and 0597T - to code for inFlow device A4341 instead of
0596T/0597T. Removed C2596 as Medicare now allows under certain conditions.

POST-PAYMENT AUDIT STATEMENT:

The medical record must include documentation that reflects the medical necessity criteria and is subject to
audit by THP at any time pursuant to the terms of your provider agreement.

DISCLAIMER:

This policy is intended to serve as a guideline only and does not constitute medical advice, any guarantee of
payment, plan pre-authorization, an explanation of benefits, or a contract. This policy is intended to address
medical necessity guidelines that are suitable for most individuals. Each individual’'s unique clinical situation
may warrant individual consideration based on medical records. Individual claims may be affected by other
factors, including but not necessarily limited to state and federal laws and regulations, legislative mandates,
provider contract terms, and THP's professional judgment. Reimbursement for any services shall be subject to
member benefits and eligibility on the date of service, medical necessity, adherence to plan policies and
procedures, claims editing logic, provider contractual agreement, and applicable referral, authorization,
notification, and utilization management guidelines. Unless otherwise noted within the policy, THP's policies
apply to both participating and non-participating providers and facilities. THP reserves the right to review and
revise these policies periodically as it deems necessary in its discretion, and it is subject to change or
termination at any time by THP. THP has full and final discretionary authority for its interpretation and
application. Accordingly, THP may use reasonable discretion in interpreting and applying this policy to health
care services provided in any particular case.

No part of this policy may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any shape or form or
by any means, whether electronic, mechanical, photocopying or otherwise, without express written permission
from THP. When printed, this version becomes uncontrolled. For the most current information, refer to the
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following website: healthplan.org.

All Revision Dates

6/18/2025, 3/3/2025, 10/12/2023, 7/7/2023, 2/23/2023, 10/25/2022, 7/25/2022, 3/15/2021

Approval Signatures
Step Description

EMT Approval

PAC Approval

Medical Directors Oversight
Committee

Experimental/Investigational Services. Retrieved 7/9/2025. Official copy at http://thehealthplan.policystat.com/policy/
18267352/. Copyright © 2025 The Health Plan

Approver

Mumtaz Ibrahim, MD: Chief
Medical Officer

Robert Wetzel, MD: Medical
Director

Robert Cross, MD: Medical
Director

Heather Jones: VP Clinical
Services

Date

6/18/2025

6/18/2025

6/4/2025

6/3/2025

Page 27 of 27



	Experimental/Investigational Services
	MEDICAL POLICY GUIDANCE
	POLICY POSITION:
	Category III Codes

	CODES:
	REFERENCES:
	POLICY HISTORY:
	POST-PAYMENT AUDIT STATEMENT:
	DISCLAIMER:
	All Revision Dates
	Approval Signatures


